LYDNEY TOWN COUNCIL

FINANCE AND SCRUTINY COMMITTEE — 04/11/2024

Minutes of the Meeting held in the Council Chambers, Claremont House, High Street Lydney on

PRESENT:

Also in

Attendance:

Open Forum
No items raised.

Monday 4" November 2024 at 6.00pm

Councillors R Holmes (Chair), C Harris, S Holmes, P Johns, M Jones and
T Saunders

M Greenfield - Town Clerk

L Bendall - Assistant Clerk (Minute Taker)

S Fieldhouse - Finance Assistant

There were no members of the public present

APOLOGIES
No apologies were received as all committee members present.

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

ClIr Saunders declared a non-pecuniary interest in Agenda ltem 7 (iii) relating to
Lydney Town Hall Service Level Agreement.

MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING

The minutes of the meeting held on Monday 17" June 2024 were accepted as read

and correct.
Resolved: Majority Approved

FINANCIAL MATTERS/RFO REPORT

4.1 To consider the Draft Lydney Town Council Budget for the Financial Year

2025/26

To receive and consider the Draft Budget for the financial year 2025/26
The draft budget for 2025/26 was received and considered. Full review of the
council Earmarked Reserves (EMR) were scrutinised, clarification sought and some

suggestions were made:

EMR Environment Project -originally earmarked for Plastic Free Lydney and
Riverside Walk, a suggestion these funds to be moved to regeneration.
EMR Skatepark — this is Lydney Town Council’s contribution for Lydney
Recreation Trust’s skatepark project.

EMR Civic — a suggestion for this to be moved in the civic budget

EMR Lightening — a project to improve lighting in and around the parks
EMR Grant Fees — a suggestion for this to be moved back into the working
budget

EMR Technology — a suggestion for £9,000 to be moved into budget codes,
4110, 4120, 4130, 4165 and 4170 with the remainder £10,000 be moved into
general reserves.

EMR Sensory Garden — a suggestion for a donation to be made to Bathurst
Park & Recreation Trust for maintenance of the sensory garden and the
remainder to be moved into general reserves.
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ClIr S Holmes commented that the shrubs and trees within the sensory garden were
donated by Gloucestershire County Council (GCC) and they will replace them if

required.
e EMR Build Back Better — this was a grant received and the funds have been

spent accordingly.
A query was raised regarding the utilisation of Pear Mapping software, it was
confirmed that members of the team had recently attended a training session with
the intention that the cemetery will be fully mapped and digitalised.

Councillors expressed an interest in attending a Bitesize Training Session on Pear
Mapping software.

GRANT APPLICATIONS
To consider and decide on the following grant applications received:

The Committee was requested to consider applications for a grant, these had all
been circulated along with a copy of the Council's Grants Policy Guidance Sheet.

The Clerk reminded councillors that the council grant policy does not cover salary
costs.

Sportily
To provide additional weekly provision of ‘pop-up sports sessions’ for families in

Lydney for the remainder of the academic year (through to the end of summer
2025)

Requested: £900.00

It was proposed and seconded that the grant application be rejected as it does not
meet the grant criteria.

Decision: Resolved Unanimously Not Approved

Wye Valley River Festival
To help provide fortnightly support sessions to11-18-year-olds LBGTQIA+ youth

group, to be held at Lydney Community Centre.

Requested: £1,000.00
It was proposed and seconded that the grant application be rejected as it does not

meet the grant criteria.
Decision: Resolved Unanimously Not Approved

MONITORING & EVALUATION FORMS
To note monitoring and evaluation forms received.
None were received.

SERVICE LEVEL AGREEMENT EXTENSION

To note the signed Service Level Agreement for Lydney Community Centre
agreeing the 12-month extension has been received.

Noted.

To receive and consider responses to Lydney Community Centre’s (LCC)SLA

requests.
LCC requested that a local youth group, Cobra Kids, sessions be covered under the

SLA.
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It was proposed and seconded that room hire costs would be covered but salaries

would not be covered.
Decision: Unanimously Approved

To note the signed Service Level Agreement for Lydney Town Hall agreeing the 12-
month extension has been received.
Noted.

COUNCILLORS REPORTS
To note URGENT Councillors Reports on matters within the remit of this

Committee.
A request for councillors and officers to consider how to promote grants, a
suggestion was made for leaflets or flyers to be produced and advertised in local

shops and at council events.

CORRESPONDENCE
To note correspondence received and answered and to agree responses, as

appropriate
None received

FUTURE BUSINESS
To identify business for future meetings of this Committee.

None identified.

DATE OF THE NEXT MEETING
Monday 24 February 2025 at 7pm to be held at the Council Chambers

The meeting closed at 7.10pm
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