Annual Governance and Accountability Return 2023/24 Form 3

To be completed by Local Councils, Internal Drainage Boards and other Smaller Authoritles®:
where the higher of gross Income or gross expenditure exceeded £25,000 but did not exceed
£6.5 million; or

» where the higher of gross income or gross expsnditure was £25,000

or less but that:
+ are unable to certify themselves as exempt (fee payable); or

« have requested a limitad assurance review (fee payable)
Guidance notes on completing Form 3 of the Annual Governance and

Accountability Return 2023/24

1. Every smaller authority in England that either received gross income or incurred gross expenditure
exceeding £25,000 must complete Form 3 of the Annual Governance and Accountability Retumn at the
end of each financlal year in accordance with Proper Practices.

2 The Annual Governance and Accountablilty Retum Is made up of three parts, pages 3 to 6:
» The Annual internal Audit Report must be completed by the authority’s internal auditor.

« Sections 1 and 2 must be completed and approved by the authority.
« Section 3 is completed by the external auditor and will be retumed to the authority.

3. The authority must approve Section 1, Annual Governance Statement, before approving Section 2,
Accounting Statements, and both must be approved and published on the authority website/webpage

before 1 July 2024.

4. An authority with either gross income or gross expenditure exceeding £25,000 or an authority with
neither income nor expenditure exceeding £25,000, but which is unable to certffy itseff as exempt, or is
requesting a fimited assurance review, must return to the externat auditor by email or post (not both)
no later than 30 June 2024. Reminder letiers wili incur a charge of £40 +VAT:

- the Annual Governance and Accountability Return Sections 1 and 2, together with

*» @ bank reconciliation as at 31 March 2024
« an explanation of any significant year on year variances in the accounting statements

« notification of the commencement date of the period for the exercise of public rights

« Annual Internal Audit Report 2023/24
Unless requested, do not send any additional documents to your external auditor. Your external auditor will

ask for any additional documents needed.
Once the external auditor has completed the limited assurance review and s able to give an opinion, the
Annual Governance and Accountability Section 1, Section 2 and Section 3 — External Auditor Report

and Certificate will be returned {o the authority by emall or post.

Publication Requirements
Under the Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015, authorities must publish the following information on
the authority website/webpage:

Before 1 July 2024 authorities must publish:
+ Notice of the period for the exercise of public rights and a declaration that the accounting statements

are as yet unaudited;
« Section 1 - Annual Governance Statement 2023/24, approved and signed, page 4

» Section 2 - Accounting Statemenis 2023/24, approved and signed, page 5
Not iater than 30 September 2024 authorities must publish:

* Notice of conclusion of audit
« Section 3 - External Auditor Report and Certificate
- Sections 1 and 2 of AGAR including any amendments as a result of the limited assurance review. it

is recommended as best practice, to avoid any potential confusion by local electors and interested
parties, that you also pubfish the Annual Internal Audit Report, page 3.

*for a cormhtomofbodb:ﬂ:ﬂmybo mmwwm 2iothe LomlAuditandAccowM%AdZﬂM
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Guldance notes on completing Form 3 of the Annual Governance and
Accountability Return (AGAR) 2023/24
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. TheauthomyshouldreoeiveandnommeAnnus!imema:lAuditReportbeforeappmvmmeAnnual

Govemance Statement and the accounts,

. UsememecldistmededbolowtoreviewmeAGARfor before retuming k to the extemal
auditor by emall or post (not both) no later than 30 June 2024,
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* You must Inform your axternal auditor about any change of Clerk, Responsible Financial Officer or
addresses and telsphone numbers.
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Annual Internal Audit Report 2023/24

| Lydney Town Council 14 4

ENTER PUBL - 507 T =T F T "AGE ADDRESS

.

ntemnal auditor acting independently and on the
t of compliance with the relevant procedures and

mnkohhopemﬂonandobtalmdappmpﬂatowideneeﬁomﬂmwﬂmﬁy.
momemalaudﬂforznzafumbmwnbdanlnwdammmaummrsneedsandpm:edwms&e.
is table,

During the financial year ended 31 March 2024, this authority’s |
basis of an asssssment of risk, camied out a selective assessmen

conclusions are summarised in
internal audit conclusions on whether, in all

On the basis ofﬁnmdingsmﬂwamsamﬂned.mekmdwdh
hout the financial year to a standard adaquate

out below are the objectives of internal control and alongside are the
mmm,mmmmwmmm
to meet the needs of this authority.

Internal control objective

Awmmmhmmmmwmmw.
B,Thbmmmvwm!hdwwibmmﬁmmmmmmbymd
wasaﬂdVATwas appropriately accounted for. i
GWMMMWMbeWMWMW
of arrangements to manage these.
D.MMmeWMMMMWMWW
the budget was regularly monitored; and ressves ware appropriate.
EMMMWWMM.MMWMMWMMW
banked; and VAT was appropriately accountedfor. =
F MMWMMWWWA&WMWWW
s.mwwmmwmmmhmMmmmws
W.WPAYEWMWMMW
u.mmm@mmmmwwmmwd.
{ L _Periodic bank account reconciliations were camied out the year.
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criteria and comectly deciared iseif exempt. (if ihe authorly had o Fmled assurantD
roulow of s 2022/23 AGAR Uck “not coversd’} )
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internat audlt in accordance with the relevant legiatation.
RmmmmwﬂﬁsAﬁmmammmhaMﬁMMd
Regulstions the 2023-24 AGAR periot,

public rights as required by the Accounts and Audit
mm@mhmmmmaammwammmmw

suihorlly spproved minulss confimming the defes sef.
M. The authority has comphied with the publication raquirements for 2022/23 AGAR
{359 AGAR Pege 1 Guidance Notss).
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__VT@WMWMW)—WMMMMMM”lW.

Fawdwﬁme@buﬁﬁﬁWﬂkMMathWﬂﬂmﬂmd&mmWMﬂm
Name of person who carried out the intomal audit

Date(s) internal audit undertaken
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Section 1 — Annual Governance Statement 2023/24

We acknowledge as the members of:

our responsibllity for ensuring that there is a sound system of intemal control, including arangements for
the preparation of the Accounting Statements. We confirm, to the best of our knowledge and belief, with
respect to the Accounting Statements for the year ended 31 March 2024, that:

e 3 =
S et linmml o <ol B A G

MY el N e

1. We have put in place amsngements for effective financial ' .
mienagement during the year, and for the preparation of y74 with the Accounts and Audit Regulstions.
the accounting siatements.

2. We maintained an adequate system of internal control
inciuding messures dezigned to prevent and detect fraud
and corruption and reviewed [is effectiveness.

3. We took al reasonable stepe to assure ourselves
that there are no matiars of actual or potential
non-compliance with lsws, reguistions and Proper
Practices that could have s significant financlal effect
on the abiifly of thie authority fo conduct lis
business or manage iis finances.

4. We provided proper opporiunity during the year for

the sxercise of electors’ rights in accordance with the

requirements of the Accounts and Audit Regulations.

5. We carried out an assessment of the risks facing this

authority and fook appropriate steps to manage those

riske, including the introdudtion of intomal controts and/or
extornal insurance cover whess required.

€. We maintained throughout the year an adequate and
effective system of Internal sudit of the accounting
records and control systeme. -

7. We ook appropriaie action on sf malters raiged
in seports from infernal and externel sudit

&. We considered whether any igation, kabRiies or
commitments, evenis of fransactions, occurring elther
during or after the yesr-end, have a financial impact on
this authority and, whare appropriats, have Included them
in the accounting statements.

9. (For locsi councils only) Trust funds including
charitsble. In our capadily as the sole managing
tusiss we discharged our accouniabliity
responaiblities for the fund{s)assets, inchiding
financial reporting and, ¥ requined, Indapandent
examination or audt.

“Please provide Mnaﬂon:mﬂnommwonammthntfofcmh ‘No' respansse and describe
how the authority will address the weaknesses identified. These sheets must be published with the Annual

Governance Statemsnt.

: for sefeguanting the public monsy and resourcos in
#s chaipe.

| has only done what & has the legal power to do and has

" complied with Proper Practices in doing s0.

during the yoer gave e perzcns infarested the opportunfty to |
Inspect and atk questions about this authortly's sccotnis.

congiderad and docurnentsd Tie financiel and other risks &
facas and deali with them properly.

" erranged for & competent person, Independent of the financiel
controls armd procedunss, (o give an objective view on whether
| infornsi controls mest the needs of this smaker suthortly.
| respondad to matters brought 1o &s stiention by infemal and
| external sudit,

: disciosed everything K showid have about 3 business activily
during the year including events faling pleco after the year
ond Krelevant.

has met ali of s responsibiiies whore, as & body
corporate, &t is a sole menaging trustee of & local
| trust or trusts.

Thig Annual Governance Stsfement was approved at a Signed by the Chalr and Clerk of the meeting where

meeting of the authority on: approva! was given:
HO6 /9004
. At S TURE AEVIRED
and recorded a5 minute reference: Chair

WNUTZ BEFETENCE SIGhAio~—— - HNRED
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Section 2 — Accounting Statements 2023/24 for

[~ { Lydney Tawn Counet Ll

Total balances end reserves sl the beginning of the yeer
28 recorded in the Snancis! records. Yalve must agree 10
Box 7 of previous yoer. =
L | Totel smount of prcept (or for DB rafes end leviss)
received or recsivable I the year. Excluds eny grants
_ Tots] iacoms or recelpls 88 recosded in the caalbook jess
mmwmmmmmama
| grants reoelved. ]
" Total expenciture o paymenis made io and on bshelf
& of all smploysss. Include gross sxlerlss and weges,
. Wmmmmmm

; mmmwmmwmgm

S “Total axpondtiure of payments s tecorded n the cati-

3 book less steif coels @ine £) and loen intersst/caplisl
pé] 8 (Ene O),

Tota! belances end reserves at the end of the yoer, Must

2 oquel (142+3) - (4+646). ‘

4. Balances brought
forward

2. (+) Procept or Rates and |
Levies

2. (+) Total other receipts

4. (-} 3taff oosts

5. (-) Loan Interest/capital
repayments

®. (-) Al other payments

7. {=) Batances caried
forward

The sum of ali current and depos!t bank accounts, cesh

| 8. Total valve of cash and
short form bwesimenis holdings and short torm invesiments held es &t 31 Merch -
RESTATED _ To with baak reconchlation, .

- Total fives aseets pius The volue of all the property the suthorly owns — &t is mads
long term invesiments tp of all Ks Bood ssssts and long tem kvestmenis ss ot

ondsseets .

0. Total borowings The oulstending cepliel balance es of 31 March of alf icens

from third parties (inciuding PWLE).

j—

132, Disclosusrs nots re Trust funds

_ (nchuding charitable)
19k. Disclosure nols re Trust funds The figwes in the sccounting statements above
charitable) mWMW

I certify thet for the year ended 31 March 2024 the Acoounting
Statemnants in this Annusal Governance and Acoountabifity
Rsturn have been prepared on efther a receipls and payments
or lncome end expenditure basis following the guidance in
Gavernance and Accountabiiity for Smaller Authorities —a
Praciftioners’ Guide o Proper Praciices and present felry
the financial posiiion of this suthorlty.
muwm&m;'ﬁddmrwm

medmmmmm

W e
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Section 3 - External Audit\or’s Report and Certificate 2023/24
In respect of Lydney Town Council - GL0144

1 Respective responsibilities of the auditor and the authority

Our responsibility as auditors to complete a limited assurance review is set out by the National Audit Office (NAO). A
limited assurance review is not a full statutory audit, it does not constitute an audit carried out in accordance with
Intemnational Standards on Auditing (UK & Ireland) and hence it does not provide the same level of assurance that such an
audit would. The UK Government has determined that a lower level of assurance than that provided by a full statutory audit
is appropriate for those local public bodies with the lowest levels of spending.

Under a timited assurance review, the auditor is responsible for reviewing Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Govemance and
Accountability Return in accordance with NAO Auditor Guidance Note 02 (AGN 02) as issued by the NAO on behalf of the
Comptroller and Auditor General. AGN 02 is available from the NAO website — hitps://www.n=o.org.uk/code-audit-
practice/guidance-and-information-for-auditors/

This authority Is responsible for ensuring that its financial management is adequate and effective and that it has a sound
system of intemal control. The authority prepares an Annual Governance and Accountability Return in accordance with
Proper Practices which:

» summatises the accounting records for the year ended 31 March 2024; and
« confirms and provides assurance on those matters that are relevant fo our duties and responsibliities as external auditors.

2 External auditor’s limited assurance opinion 2023/24

On the basis of our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and Accountability Retum (AGARY), In our oplnion the infornation in
Sections ¥ and 2 of the AGAR Is in accordance with Proper Practices and no other mafters come o our attertion giving cause for concem that
relevant legistation and regufatory requirements have not been met.

Other matters not affecting our opinion which we draw to the attention of the authority:
The AGAR was not accurately completed before submission for review. The AGAR has been amended.

3 External auditor certificate 2023/24
We certify that we have completed our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and Accountability
Return, and discharged our responsibilities under the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014, for the year ended 31

March 2024.

External Auditor Neme
Exisral Auditor Signature ey (.’H{'{jcf\_,{u]" | Dste | @m "
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