LYDNEY TOWN COUNCIL
FINANCE AND SCRUTINY COMMITTEE - 17/06/2024

Minutes of the Meeting held in the Council Chambers, Claremont House, High Street Lydney on

Monday 17" June 2024 at 6.00pm

PRESENT: Councillors C Harris (Chair), S Holmes, P Johns, M Jones and T Saunders

Also in M Greenfield - Town Clerk
Attendance: L Bendall - Assistant Clerk (Minute Taker)

There were no members of the public present

Open Forum
No items raised.

(1)

(ii)

(iii)

APOLOGIES
Apologies were received and accepted from Clir R Holmes.

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
ClIr Saunders declared a non-pecuniary interest in Agenda ltem 6 (i) relating to
Lydney Town Hall Service Level Agreement.

Meeting suspended at 6.04pm
Meeting resumed at 6.07pm

MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING
The minutes of the meeting held on Monday 26™ February 2024 were accepted as

read and correct.
Resolved: Majority Approved

FINANCIAL MATTERS/RFO REPORT

Financial Reports: Bank Statement

To note Bank Statements for February, March, April and May 2024
Noted

Direct Debit Card Report

To note the Direct Debit card was used in March 2024
To note the Direct Debit card was used in April 2024
To note the Direct Debit card was used in May 2024
Noted

It was noted that the financial reports had already been seen, approved and noted
during Full Council meetings and therefore there is no need for these items to be on
future Finance & Scrutiny Agendas.

To note the Grant Funding Publicity
Noted

It was noted that the Grant Funding Publicity now included a QR Code to enable
groups to scan and be directed to the appropriate section of Lydney Town Council
website.
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On receipt of future grant applications, applicant to be verbally asked where they
heard about the grants, i.e. social media, website, advertisement in local paper,
word of mouth etc. the response will be noted on the application form.

5. GRANT APPLICATIONS
To consider and decide on the following grant applications received:

The Committee was requested to consider applications for a grant, these had all
been circulated along with a copy of the Council's Grants Policy Guidance Sheet.

(i) Dean Forest Railway
To help fund refurbishment of heritage railway benches by the Dean Forest
Railway’s Youth Group, two of the benches are sited at Lydney Town station.
Requested £1,000.00
Chair proposed that the application should be unsuccessful due to it not meeting
the Grant criteria as a grant has previously been awarded within a 2-year financial
period.
Decision: Resolved Unanimously Not Approved

(i)  Music for Memories Charity
To help fund headsets to individuals living with dementia to help evoke memories
by music.
Requested: £861.12
Decision: Resolved Unanimously Approved

(iii)  Forest of Dean Sea Cadets
To fund 12 additional heavy duty camp beds to enable more local young people to
attend weekend and overnight activities.
Requested: £600.00
Decision: Resolved Unanimously Approved

(iv)  Lydney Skiff CIC
To help fund a trailer to be used to transport the Skiff from its garage to the Canal
and River to carry out rowing activities.
Requested: £1,000.00
A query was raised as to how the remainder of the funding were to be obtained.
Decision: Resolved Unanimously Not Approved

(v)  The Victoria Centre
To help fund treatment of dry rot and water ingress in the disabled toilets.
Requested: £1,000.00.
Chair proposed that the application should be unsuccessful due to it not meeting
the Grant criteria as a grant has previously been awarded within a 2-year financial
period.
Decision: Resolved Unanimously Not Approved

(vi)  1stLydney Guides
Funds to be used to build a hardship fund for those members experiencing financial
hardship to be able to access Girl Guiding regardless of their individual financial
situations.
Requested: £800.00
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Chair proposed that the application should be unsuccessful as it does not meet

grant criteria.
Decision: Resolved Unanimously Not Approved

Meeting suspended at 6.40pm
Meeting resumed 6.45pm

SERVICE LEVEL AGREEMENTS

To consider Service Level Agreements for
(i) Lydney Town Hall
(ii) Lydney Community Centre

Chair commented that although Clir Saunders had declared a non-pecuniary
interest in Service Level Agreement for Town Hall there would be no issue with Clir
Saunders be involved in discussions but to abstain from voting.

Councillors spoke at length about the Service Level Agreements for both
organisations.

(i) Lydney Town Hall
A one-year Service Level Agreement (SLA) for financial period 2025/26
be approved, SLA to remain at £5,000 per annum payable in April and
October. Funding to be spent more diversly ensuring all groups are
supported within the community.
Resolved: Majority Approved (one abstention)

(i)  Lydney Community Centre
A one-year Service Level Agreement (SLA) for financial period 2025/26
be approved, SLA to remain at £5,000 per annum payable in April and
October. Funding to be spent more diversly ensuring all groups are
supported within the community.
Resolved: Majority Approved (one abstention)

MONITORING & EVALUATION FORMS
To note monitoring and evaluation forms received from:
(i) Forest of Dean Baby Foodbank £1000 awarded June 2023
(i) Victoria Centre £500 awarded November 2023
(i)  Victoria Centre £1000 awarded June 2023
(iv)  Lydney Town Hall awarded £957.60 February 2024
(v) Lydney RFC Junior Section £1000 awarded February 2024
(vi)  Lydney & District Twinning Association £1000 awarded Feb 24 (Civic)

Agenda items 7(i) to 7(vi) were noted en-bloc.

FINANCIAL REGULATIONS

To review, updated and adopt the revised Financial Regulations for 2024-2025
Chair proposed that the updated financial regulations be re-adopted subject to a
typing error of a duplicated word within item 4.2 being corrected

Resolved: Unanimously Approved

A



10.

11.

12.
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COUNCILLORS REPORTS
To note URGENT Councillors Reports on matters within the remit of this

Committee.
None

CORRESPONDENCE
To note correspondence received and answered and to agree responses, as

appropriate
None

FUTURE BUSINESS
To identify business for future meetings of this Committee.

ClIr Saunders requested that Service Level Agreements be added to the next
council agenda, to allow council to suggest other local organisations that could be

considered for an SLA.

DATE OF THE NEXT MEETING
Monday 4" November 2024 at 7pm to be held at the Council Chambers

The meeting closed at 7.40pm



